
APPENDICES 

I. INTERVIEW GUIDELINE 

!1

Interview guideline  
Farmer’s background  

Farming system  

Beginning of 
farming activity

Since when are you farming on this farm?

Land status Have you inherited of the land from your parents? Otherwise, are you renting the 
land from a private owner or from the state or is the land part of “undivided land”? 

Previous 
production system 

Have you brought any changes in your farming system since you are here? 
If yes:  
- What were you producing before on the farm (parents or the current farmer)? 
- Why did you want to change? Market reasons, philosophie, problems with 

management of pests or diseases, … ?
- Are you satisfied with the changes you brought?

If conversion to 
organic farming 

- When did you decide to convert?
- Why did you convert? Why is organic production important for you? (ideology or 

market or else)
- What were the main brakes and levers towards converting?
- What are the main changes inside your farming system since the conversion? Did 

you change the spatial arrangements on the farm?
- What changes do you observe in terms of pest and soil management and on the 

yields? 

Education and 
knowledge 

- Did you follow any agricultural education? 
- Where do you go when you need some technical advice? 
- Do you feel well supported by the local agricultural chamber and the agents on 

field? 

Relations with 
other farmers

- How would you qualify your relationship to the other vegetable/fruit producers? 
- Do you share information about potential techniques?

Land Surface Unit
and spatial 
disposition of plots 

- How many hectares do you have? 
- Are the plots on the same area or are your plots fragmented ? 
If yes: 
- Do all the plots have access to irrigation? 
- On which plot are you farming what crop and why ?
- Did you observe any differences in terms of soil on the different plots? 
- Do you sometimes conduct soil analysis ? 

Farming “units” - How do you organise your production on the different farming units ? 

Workers # - How many people are working on your farm? 
- Is it family workers? Employees? 
- What is the typical “day schedule” for a worker? 

Work organisation - During a week, how do you organise the work load? 
- When do you harvest and when do you deliver? 

Distribution - Where do you sell your products ? 

Production - Estimation of the production (ton/week) of the different fruit/vegetables produced
- What is the main product that brings the maximum benefit on the farm? 

Climate conditions What are the main sources of stress on your plots in terms of climatic conditions? 
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Cropping systems  

Futur perspectives   

Check-list of indicators:  
- LSU 
- # Workers 
- Irrigation system  
- Machinery  
- Seedlings preparation  
- Inputs of fertilisers and herbicides/pesticides: type/frequency/quantity  
- Production: yields, seasonality, regularity 
- Soil type: acid, basic, need for liming? —> problems of soil erosion from wind or water?  
- Climate: spatial distribution of rain, damages of rain, soil erosion from water excess, drought, … 
- Pest management methods  
- Crop rotation  
- Green manure or fallow period (spontaneous vegetation)?  
- Soil management: tillage, fertilisation, amendments ? 
- Main constraints for change on the farming system? Main levers for change? 

Soil management - Crop rotation (type of rotation, frequency of return of the rotation, rotation 
between the various plots, plant families in the rotation)

- Soil tilling: which type of tilling, when and how often, depth 
- What types of tools/equipment/machinery are available on the farm ?
- Management of water erosion and wind erosion : hedgerows, trees, agroforestry, 

terrasse, use of vetiver, mulch or plastic cover … 
- Fertilisation (organic or chemical): type - when and how often (frequency) - price 

of products  
- Amendements: compost, BRF (wood pellets), algae, hen droppings, fish 

fertilisation, …
- Fallow period: green manure, spontaneous vegetation
- Seedlings preparation

Indicators for the 
“innovative soil 
management 
practices”

If special soil management techniques: 
- What changes did you observe since you changed your crop rotation/fertilisation 

methods/water erosion management…? 
- What impact on yields/pests/soil fertility? 

Pest management - Spatial farm arrangement: species associations on field - flower bed - hedges - 
intercropping practices …

- Use of biological pest control? Pheromone traps?
- Pesticide or herbicide treatment: when - where - why?
- Price of the inputs used?
- Estimation of the quantity and the frequency of the product used? 
- When do you use the product, on which observation do you decide to apply a 

product? Is it a systematic use (prevention) or a curative use ?  

Indicators for the 
“innovative pest 
management 
practices”

If special spatial arrangements: 
- What changes did you observe since you change the spatial arrangement on you 

field? 
- What impact on yields/pests/soil fertility? 

Satisfaction - How do you feel about your current farming system (in terms of work amount, 
yields, revenues, labor,…) ? 

Future projects - Do you have any projects in mind for the future? 
- Expansion/diversification/new ways of selling…?
- A desire to convert to organic? 



II.   FARM SHEETS  
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